Before, identity theft victims had to call all the last four digits of your SSN, your birth date,
their credit card issuers and the three major cred- house number, and so on for passwords and PINs. u
it bureaus to alert them to crime. Now, credit * File a report with your local police or the police "
bureaus will share identity theft complaints, and where the theft took place. Get a copy of the report i
consumers only will need to make one call to in case a creditor needs proof of the crime. ; ==E —= 1——Q=Q——— ——
receive advice, set off a nationwide fraud alert, * File a complaint with the FTC at the Identity
and protect their credit standing. Theft Hotline, toll-free at 877-IDTHEFT (438-4338). e
The Act also allows active duty military person- * Ask your creditors if they'll accept the FTC's ID - m==
nel to place special alerts on their files when they Theft Affidavit. You can get one by calling the FTC at 3
are deployed overseas. 877-IDTHEFT or at www.consumer.gov/idtheft. The = m — ——
To help recover from identity theft: affidavit allows consumers to report identity theft QE = Q =ﬂ—-
* Contact all creditors, utilities, and financial information to several companies simultaneously.
institutions about fraudulent accounts and follow * [f it appears that someone is using your SSN,
up each conversation with a letter. Close suspi- contact the Social Security Administration to verify
cious accounts and open new ones using new the accuracy of your reported earnings and your
passwords and PINs (personal identification num- name. Call 800-772-1213 to check your Social
bers). Don't use recognizable identifiers such as Security statement.

Social Security Number Advice
You are required to provide your SSN for :
* Income tax records
* Medical records
* Credit bureau reports
* College records
* Loan applications
* Vehicle registrations

You can and may want to refuse to provide

your SSN in these situations: N M w
* As driver's license number (in most mumﬁm& # @ ©ee
* On personal checks
* Over the phone Siia T g CREDIT UNIONS® | PERSOMAL FINANCE
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